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AB The title compds . (I; Rl = OH, O; R2 = H, OH), useful as 

3a -hydroxys teroid dehydrogenase inhibitors and antiinflammatory 

agents, are prepared and formulated. Jones oxidation of glycyrrhetic acid in 

Me2CO gave 3 -oxoglycyrrhetic acid I (Rl = O, R2 = H) , which was incubated 

with rat liver microsome and NADPH in K phosphate buffer at pH 7 . 2 to give 

I (Rl = O, R2 = a-OH) (II) . II showed 60% inhibition of reduction of 

3-oxo-5(3-androstan-17p-ol . Three tablet formulations and a 

granular formulation were given. 
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